l6b             ATTACK ON" JWCLERNAN&S RIGHT.

the Rebels were pouring; they were in imminent danger
of being entirely cut off, and back they fell, too, still farther
to the right and rear, among the ravines that border Snake
Creek.

And here, sq far as Sunday's fight is concerned, the
greater part of Sherman's Division passes out of view.
The General himself was indefatigable in collecting and
reorganizing his men, and a straggling contest was
doubtless kept up along portions of his new lines, but with
little weight in inclining the scales of battle. The General
bore with him one token of the danger to which he had
exposed himself, a musket-ball through the hand. It was
the common expression of all that his escape so lightly
was wonderful. Whatever may be his faults or neglects,
none can accuse him of a lack of gallantry and energy
when the attack was made on his raw division that mem-
orable Sunday morning.

To return to McClernand's Division : I have spoken of
his sending up first, his left, and then his centre brigade,
to support Sherman, shortly after the surprise. As Sher-
man fell back, McClernand was compelled to bring in his
brigades again to protect his left against the onset of the
Rebels, who, seeing how he had weakened himself there,
aria inspired by their recent success ove-r Prentiss, hurled
themselves against him with tremendous force. To avoid
bringing back these troops, a couple of new regiments, the
Fifteenth'and Sixteenth Iowa, were brought np, but taking
utterly raw troops on the field, under heavy fire, was too
severe a trial for them, and they gave way in confusion.
To meet the attack, then the whole division made achange
of front, and faced along the Corinth road. Here the bat-
teries were placed, in position, and till 10 o'clock trie
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